Raynaud's phenomenon and acral necrosis after chemotherapy for AIDS-related Kaposi's sarcoma.
Raynaud's phenomenon is a common vascular side effect of chemotherapy drug regimens. Chemotherapy-induced Raynaud's phenomenon leading to acral gangrene has rarely been reported. In this report, one patient who developed gangrene after bleomycin and vincristine/vinblastine chemotherapy for AIDS-related Kaposi's sarcoma and another HIV-infected patient who exhibited symptoms of severe Raynaud's phenomenon related to the same regimen are presented. Because the combination of bleomycin and vinca alkaloids is commonly used for the treatment of AIDS-related Kaposi's sarcoma, clinicians should be aware of the risk of provoking acral necrosis in patients who develop Raynaud's phenomenon under chemotherapy. The literature is reviewed, and clinical symptoms, pathophysiology, and treatment options are discussed.